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parallel in all the earlier records. From the treas-
uries were brought forth the gold and silver which
the kings of Elain, following Assyrian exemplars,
had plundered in raids into Babylonia and else-
where. Precious stones and costly woolen stuffs,
chariots and wagons, horses and animals of various
kinds, were sent away to Assyria. The temple,
honored and endowed for ages, was broken open
and the gods and goddesses with all their treas-
ures were added to the moving mass of plunder.
Thirty-two statues of kings wrought in gold, sil-
ver, and copper were carried away to Assyria to
be added to the glories of the great conquest.
Then the mausoleum of the kings was violated in
order that even the bones of dead monarchs who
vexed Assyria might be carried into the land which
they had hated. In the end, when all that might
add wealth to Assyria had been taken away, the
entire land was left a smoking ruin, from which,
iu the very phrases of the ruthless destroyer, had
been taken away " the voice of men, the tread of
cattle and sheep, and the sound of happy music."
Such is the record of a campaign led by a civilized
monarch, who prided himself on his love of learn-
ing. The savagery of Assyria was not dead, but
iu full vigor; dormant at times it had been, and
the acts of some kings had seemed to promise
amendment and a serious desire to build up rather
than to destroy. These purposes were more clear-
ly shown in Tiglathpileser III and in Esarhaddon
than in any other kings, but even they are limited